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NOTICE. 
Proposals for a Corrected Translation of the Bible. 


These proposals, issued in our No. 46, have excited much 
interest, and we have therefore republished them in a separate 
form, praying our readers to circulate them with a view to 
assist the undertaking, and to obtain the names of subscribers, 
to be transmitted to the ‘* Office of the Anglo-Jewish Press, 
27, Camomile-street, London.” | 


JEWISH HOSPITAL AND SCHOOL FOR JERUSALEM. 


Since receipt of the information upon which was founded our 
announcement, (in last No.) of the liberal contribution of Barons 
de Rothschild Fréres, we have been favored with the following 
special communication from Magdeburgh :-— 

“Esteemed Sir,—I have the pleasure to announce to you, that’ the 


Barons Rothschild, Brothers, in a letter addressed to me from Paris, 
24h April, have subscribed 100,000 frances towards the establishment of 


an hospital and a school as proposed (lor 
Jerusalem) in No. 19 of the A, Zeit. d. Judenihums. 1 pray your ener- 
getic co-operation, for there no longer remains a doubt of the undertaking 
being made. * * # @ Dr. 
_ Our principal object in again alluding to this munificent offer- 
ing, is for the purpose of calling attention to the gratifying fact, 
thatit adds another, and most important feature, (a school) to the 
proposition as originally made. Upon the advantages, and the 
claims to sympathy of the hospital design, we have already spoken 
at some length; but the appeals to our immediate readers, have 
not yet been responded to in a manner commensurate with its 
unquestionable merits. Now that the cause is that of education 
also, we do venture to hope, that the paramount duty to remember 
Jerusalem, and to seek her welfare, will not be disregarded. 
Let it be remembered—that if our eastern brethren did but pos- 
sess more of the advantages of an enlightened education, they 
would be better able to disabuse their prejudiced neighbours, 
and perhaps have address enough to evade those misconceptions 
and outbursts which have, ere now, threatened to involve the 
Jews of the whole world:—and that ignorance of the world 
and the want of a useful training, are the best auxiliaries, (after 
urgent poverty) of those who are hired to tamper with the faith 
of young children, in those districts. In the language of 
- Philippsohn, ‘‘ Israel incessantly prays for the welfare of 
- Jerusalem—let it now do something to attain the end of its 
prayers.” We call upon our readers to aid this noble, this 
truly religious design; and to send us their names, with the 
amount of their contributions. The amounts offered will not 
€ called for, until a general committee, and an accredited trea- 
Surer, have been formally appointed. A list of the names already 
Sent in to us, has been from time to time announced in our 
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columns :—the amount of their offerings does not as yet exceed 
£36. 12s, 2d., of which we hold £11. 7s. 2d.,—principally from 
anonymous donors, In such cases, (anonymous,) Immediate 
payment is, of course, needful; and directly the amount so con- 
tributed shall reach £50, we shall, unless some appointment have 
been previously made, obtain the nomination of some local 
treasurér to share the responsibility with us. Meanwhile, we 
entreat our readers again to read the plan, as published in our 
No. 32, p. 52; and we call upon them, on behalf of the pro- 
jector and the friends of the undertaking, to send in their 
names as contributors to this hallowed design. 


THE LATE DUKE OF SUSSEX. 
(From a Correspondent.*) 


We now present a short historical record of the eminent ser- 
vices directly rendered to the Jews, by the personal influence of 
the illustrious prince whose loss we deplore; and, indirectly, by 
the principles of toleration and progress which he professed, © 
and which he zealously exerted himself to secure for all classes 
of the population of this great empire. In this sketch, we 
have thought it our duty to awaken the public mind to the civil 
and political difficulties under which the Jews in this country 
laboured within our own recollection, and thus no less to direct 
attention to the benefits we now enjoy, than to the enlightened 
and exalted personage, to whom is due the meed of our hum- | 
ble but honest gratitude for having introduced, encouraged, and 
advised the forward movement. We believe such a course to be 
the best and most honored testimonial that we can offer, to the 
memory of the exalted individual whose wenn“ conduct 
has made so deep an impression on our hearts. We also are 
glad to have it in our power on this occasion, to bring before 
the public the name of the late amiable and benevolent Abraham 
Goldsmid, who, honoured by the confidence of the Royal Family, 
sought the opportunity of interesting them in the welfare of 
Jewish institutions. In the year 1806, the Dukes of Clarence, 
Kent, and Sussex, visited the great synagogue in Duke’s Place, 
accompanied by him, and attended the sabbath evening service 
there. The Duke of Sussex, ever ready to assist the charities of 
the metropolis, and anxious to carry out his enlightened views 
for the improvement of society, was by the same influence, 

revailed on to interest himself in the prosperity of the 
j ew’s Hospital, which afterwards ripened into strong and 


* For this highly interesting and useful paper, we record our best thanks. 
Our valued Correspondent is perhaps the best qualified for the task, as seen 
from the light in which he has viewed it; and we sincerely hope that his 
object may be accomplished, in the incitement of our readers to an earnest 
and constant support of the Duke’s favorite institution—The Jews’ Hospital. 
The annual dinner is fixed for the 8th of June. 


\ ! 
P 

~ 

bed * 

| | | 

| 
| 
| 
‘ 
| 
4 
: 
4 

| 

Fad 
: 

| | 
. 
| 
a 
| 


170 


affectionate attachment, not only for the welfare of that insti- 
tution, but for the community at large. Since the year 1817, 
that useful charity has enjoyed the distinguished position of 
having his royal name joined with it as Patron, and of being 
favored by his zealous advocacy. For a succession of years, he 
visited that establishment on the day of the anniversary dinner, 
minutely inspected the manufactories, and enquired into the gene- 
ral arrangements of the house. On these occasions, he attended 
the service in the synagogue of the institution, where the sub- 
scribers and their friends had assembled to greet him. He 
usually brought with him many personal friends, whom he inte- 
rested in his good work, and prevailed on them to join with 
him in his endeavours for the improvement of the Jewish peo- 
ple. Animated by his presence, and guided by his advice, a 
spirit of energy was diffused amongst the Jews, for the advance- 
ment of their moral and intellectual condition. Speaking of 
events which occurred thirty years ago, it 1s not easy to por- 
tray the impediments which existed at that time, and which 
were obstacles, not easily surmounted, to the introduction of 
mechanic trades among the Jews. The municipal laws of the 
city were then so stringent, that no Jew was permitted to 
have a retail shop within the important but limited precincts 
governed by the Corporation of London. In connexion. with 
this mistaken and illiberal policy, was the limitation imposed 
by the narrow and jealous conduct of the livery companies, 
who discountenanced the employment of persons who were 
unable, or unwilling, to become members of those close but 
powerful monopolies. ‘These restrictions were extremely oner- 
ous, and made the early efforts to introduce trades among the 
Jews, more than ordinarily difficult and discouraging. Hence 
the support of the Duke of Sussex, the influence of his exalted 
station, his patronage of the Jew’s Ilospital, and his presence at 
the annual dinner, were of the utmost importance at this period. 
Each succeeding year, he delighted to address the assembled 
company, composed of persons of rank and influence, who 
not only listened with pleasure to the fervid and eloquent 
appeals made by him on behalf of the Jews, but who also had 
the opportunity of testifying to payee: results, by witness- 
ing the specimens there exhibited, as evidence of the progress 
made by the Jewish youth in those handicraft trades which 
were taught in the fionse. The philanthropie and enlight- 
ened conduct of this excellent prince cannot be too highly 
appreciated.. He not only gave confidence, but he assisted in 
giving form and substance to the desire of the Jews to intro- 
duce the elements of useful knowledge, together with fixed 
and settled habits of industry, amongst the poor of their com- 
munity. ‘To his well-directed exertions, may be ascribed the 
great social and political progress which the Jews have so 
rapidly made. It is not our object to insinuate, that the Jews 
would have stood still, while all other classes in the country 
have advanced ;—far from it; but it is our duty, m taking a 
retrospect of the advantages which his friendship conferred 
on the Jews, that we should give to him the first place in 
directing that great movement which has since produced such 
important results. This illustrious prince gave the impulse, he 
imparted the warmth that could not fail to produce a vivifying 
power, which once promoted in a genial soil, brought forth a 
rich and abundant harvest. Although he was then opposed to 
the government, and estranged from the court, his popularity 
with the middle classes was great, and his influence over them 
unbounded. By gradual steps, the Duke of Sussex took an 
interest in all the temporal concerns of the Jewish community. 
He was ever ready to listen to their grievances. The periodi- 
cal change of honorary offices at the Jews’ Hospital, annually 
introduced to the notice of its patron, a succession of respect- 
able individuals who, being admitted into his presence on occa- 
sional business of the charity, were saielinl with great con- 
descension, and treated with uniform kindness. He thereby 
acquired an extensive acquaintance with them, and he was 
enabled better than any other person, to form a correct estimate 
of the moral and social condition of the British Jews. Time 
rolled on, the blessings of education were gradually extended, 
and all classes throughout the empire began to enjoy the advan- 
tages inseparable from the development of the mental facul- 
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ties. As the light of knowledge increased, so the d 


| arkn 
prejudice abated. Strong in the kind and steady friendshiy . 


the Duke of Sussex, animated by his presence, guided by hig 


counsels, and assisted by his influence with the middle Classes 
the Jews were at length enabled to surmount the most oneroys 
and humiliating of the municipal restrictions by which the 

were fettered in the City of London. An act was passed be 
the Common-council, by which the Jews were enabled to ‘i 
come free of the city. The exertions of the present city go}j. 
citor, (at that time the most distinguished and talented member 
of the common-council,) to effect that object, should not be 
overlooked. To that gentleman, the Jews ot the metropolis are 
deeply indebted for his zealous advocacy of their rights, No. 
ther should the conduct of the present learned and liberal Chief 
Justice of the Queen’s Bench be forgotten. That enlighteneg 
individual, would not for a moment countenance the fallacy by 
which the claim of the Jews for admission to the freedom ¢j 
the city had been so often obstructed. It was pretended, that 
the oath of admission could only be administered according tp 
Christian forms, and the city authorities had often referred thig 
question to their legal advisers, whose report was ever ad. 
verse to the Jews, being sworn according to their own usages 
This absurd policy was destroyed by Mr. Common Sergeap: 
Denman, whose sentiments on this point, although not in accord. 
ance with the opinion of the learned Recorder of that day, were 
favorable to the Jews. Happily, the good sense of the junior 


prevailed over the narrow and illiberal notions of the older 


and higher functionary, and the admission of the Jews to the 
freedom of the city was accomplished. 

The assistance of the Duke of Sussex in the establishment 
of a college, where the advantages of a superior education 
could be obtained, without any interference with the religious 


opinions of the scholars, was freely and generously afforded. — 


It is due to his memory that we should here record a fact, that 
will demonstrate his princely character far better than any 
laboured panygeric. At one of the periodical examinations of 
the scholars educated at the college over which he presided, he 
was much struck by the ready replies given by one of the pupils 
in course of the examination. He honoured the individual 
by his notice, directed him to call at the palace, and, finding 
that the parents of the youth required assistance, he sent him 
to Gottingen, and had him educated there at his own expense. 
The advent to power of the great party to which the Duke ot 
Sussex was so steadily attached, has been rendered memorable by 
many great and important legislative changes. Many of these 
alterations were warmly opposed, and could only be carried by a 
strong demonstration of what has been rather aptly termed “‘pres- 
sure from without.” The Jews’ Relief Bill was among the mea- 
sures which, unfortunately, received the strongest opposition. 
The Duke of Sussex gave to the bill the advantage of his own 
parhay support. He advocated it strongly in the House 0! 
ords, but his. kind and considerate endeavours proved una-, 
vailing. Shortly afterwards, this exalted prince was prevented 
from engaging in public affairs by a malady in_his eyes, which 
affected his sight almost to total blindness. While labouring 
under this visitation of Providence, and unable to accept the 
invitation forwarded to him by Mr. Salomons, to honor the 
Sheriff's inauguration dinner with his presence, on the novel 
and interesting occasion of the first introduction of a Jew nt 
that office, he sent a reply of considerable interest, for the 
whole of which we cannot find room at present, and therefore 
offer the following extract. After explaining that the state ot 
his eye-sight prbciadod his attendance at any public festival, he 
goes on to say :— 
‘My opinions in regard to those great questions whe. 
during the last thirty years, have at different periods engage 
the attention of the legislature, are well known—they were 
hastily formed, but were the result of mature deliberation; © 
I adopted them because, to my mind, they were in unison W! 
the principles upon which the British constitution is founde # 
a constitution which I have been taught to revere as beautilu 
in theory, and which I felt assured was capable of being reduce 
to a correspondent symmetry in practice. | 


Gentlemen.—For wise purposes, as they no doubt 
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gined, and under the extraordinary circumstance of that period, 
they might possible have been justified in what they did : the 
statesmen of the seventeenth century enacted certain penal 
jaws, and laid severe restrictions upon the liberty of conscience 
in this country; but was it to be supposed that a statute of 
disabilities should remain in force, when the necessity which 
had occasioned it no longer existed? Such, however, unhap- 
pily was the case; and men, I grieve to say, were found, who, 
in defiance of that more generous spirit of liberal and improved 
thinking, which was and is diffusing itself around, had power 
sufficient to maintain the narrow views, and continue the ancient 
prejudices of times long past and gone. Happily for us, Gen- 
tlemen, we have lived to see the extinction of most of these 
anti-social, and, I may truly add, Anti-Christian notions; their 
extinction, I mean, as far as can effect the government of this 

“J cannot conclude my letter without requesting to offer most 
particularly, to Mr, Sheriff Salomons, my warmest congratula- 
tions on his attainment of that high civic dignity, which has 
been an object of his just ambition. That he will discharge 
the duties of that office with honor and fidelity, I entertain no 
doubt. That his year of Shrievalty may be passed through with 
pleasure and satisfaction to himself, is my hearty and sincere 
wish; and now, with once more repeating my regret at being 
prevented from attending on this highly interesting occasion, 
and thus’ from witnessing this additional triumph of civil and 
religious liberty, : 

‘*T am, Gentlemen, 
‘** Your obliged, 
Aveustes.”’ 
The illustrious Duke eventually submitted to an operation, 


which, happily proving completely successful, enabled him 


again to take an active part in public affairs, and personally 
to preside at some few public meetings of societies which 
he most desired to favor. Among these, the Jews’ Hospital 
may, indeed, claim the first place. Surely no one who 
saw him, and heard his voice, or witnessed the imconvenience 
he suffered, when taking the chair at the last anniversary meet- 
ing of the Jews’ Hospital, but must have felt convinced, that 
no member of the royal family would have undergone such 
exertion, unless impelled by a strong desire to do good, cou- 


, te with a feeling that a cause, which he had identified with 


lls Name, was superior to the claims of mere personal comfort. 
How many who heard his enfeebled voice, when addressing 
the inmates of the institution, in language of friendly admoni- 
tion, felt, alas! a secret apprehension that they might never 
listen to him in that room again. And how has that foreboding 
been realized! He has, indeed, departed from amongst us, 
and we have only the melancholy satisfaction left, of dwelling 
on his virtues, landing his kind and philanthropic exertions, 
and exciting in all the utmost reverence for his memory, 
mingled with the warmest feelings of gratitude for the num- 
berless favors which he deigned to bestow upon us. 


LEVITICUS XXVI—XXVII. 


This section is one eminently calculated to yield consolation 
to sorrowing Israel,to sustain the oppressed, to convert the 
sceptic, to confirm the believer in his faith ;—for here we find 
clear indications of the spiritual character of Judaism, and of 
the blessings which attend the observer of its precepts. ‘The 
miracles which God had wrought for His people, their de- 
'verance from cruel bondage, and their signal triumph over 
their enemies, might have well disposed Israel to obedience, 
and urged them, by the impulse of gratitude, to follow the 
dictates of their inspired guide. But God knew well the per- 
Verseness of man; and that not even gratitude, nor a perception 
of the salutary character of the laws appointed for their social 
adie. might ensure obedience; and this section, as an 
: ditional incentive, holds out a promise of reward to the 
utiful, and threatens the disobedient with punishment. 
nd see,—how rich and peculiar are the blessings appointed 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION ‘MPM 
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for those who strictly follow Judaism! A reflecting mind 
will perceive in the very nature of these rewards, a power- 
ful agent in the preservation of Israet amid the ruins of 
other nations. Whilst surrounding kingdoms have sought 
aggrandizement by the acquisition of new territory,—or whilst 
they have sought to glut mere sensual desires with earthly 
pleasures, Israel have but appealed to the promises of their 
God, and asked for peace ms competence ; content to * eat 
their bread to the full, and dwell safely in the lind,”—enjoying 
the blessings of treedom;—for Israel's Redeemer never des- 
tined His chosen flock to be enslaved :—that Redeemer, who, 
delivering them from the heavy yoke of Egypt in order to 
make of them a kingdom of priests, spake thus beneficiently :— 
“Lam the Lord your God, which brought you forth out of 


“the land of Egypt, that ye should not be their bond-men ; 


‘and I have broken the bands of your yoke, and made you go 
“upright.” Wake then! ye now lethargic sons of Israel ; 
cast off the mouldering dust of ages: arise, and free your masses 
from ignorance, for it is a slavery worse than that of the iron 
fetter,—than any bondage which despots could invent. Learn 
to appreciate the hallowed peace, 
with freedom, is on the banner of our faith. Oh that the rich 
boon of peace were better understood in spiritual, as well as in 
social intercourse !—that this heavenly benediction, this founda- 


| tion of all true happiness, were estimated at its full value! 


On the possession of this divine gift depends our union, and our 
existence as a nation; and therefore has it been classed 
amongst the chief blessings of obedience. But even the bless- 
ings of peace, are less comprehensive than that one glorious 
Ans). set my divelling amongst 
you.” If Israel have survived the lapse of ages,—has not 
that promise proved the sustaining link of an_ extended 
chain, uniting every scattered portion of our race, whitherso- 
ever scattered, wherever oppressed, in one bond of peace, of 
unity, and of love? Let other nations boast their temporal 
possessions ; our inheritance is derived of God, To us hath 
He consigned His divine law:—it is us, whom he hath ap- 
pointed to teach its principles to other nations ;—with us hath 
He set His tabernacle; and amongst us will He walk :—for 
‘* He is our God, and we are His people.” It is the fruition 
of such a destiny which has been Israel’s history, when obe- 
dient to the divine behests ;—and let us now look at the reverse 
of this picture, as tearfully depicted in the section before us. 
How faithfully do records of the past show those dire effects of 
our national disobedience !—famine, pestilence and the sword 
have too surely done their work among us. Our high places 
are destroyed; our cities laid waste, and our sanctuary deso- 
late. Thus have the prophecies’ of the pious Moses been 
fulfilled, and the obduracy and perverseness of our fathers 
been visited with the curses which he pronounced. From the 
moment when they disregarded the unity of their faith, and 
disobeyed the commands of their God, Israel fell into dis- 
union; schisms ensued, sects were formed, discord gained the 
ascendancy, and thus, a once elevated and united people, were 
cast down and seattered over the face of the habitable globe, 
to be indeed,—a byeword among the nations. Yet in the very 
realization of these awful predictions, do we find confirmation 
for our hopes ;—out of the very ruins which surround us, do 
we gather materials for the restoration of our citadel. The 
Almighty, through His faithful servant Moses, announced 
desolation to-us, and the words were realized,—it is He, who 
promised to reinstate us in His favour;—and shall we not 
hope? Let us hold fast to His covenant,—for what would 
the world give us in exchange? What though Might seem 
to triumph over Right?—What though God’s holy name be 
invoked for pride and avarice ?—** What though we suffer 
‘ still;—centuries are but years in the age of a people, and 


‘‘those very years of humiliation and of grief, will serve to- 


‘‘ augment our glory, for the instruction of the world, and for 
‘‘ the happiness of our posterity.” 

Such have ever been the reflections of our afflicted ancestors ; 
and it is fit that such should be our own. Shall we who live 
in a more enlightened age, a more tolerant country, abandon 
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the hope of our ancestors ?—No.—for though Israel, like the | 


toil worn traveller, struggle through a rugged path, let them not 
faint, for in the distance glows yet a pillar of living fire, shed- 
ing radiance on the path, and cheering them onwards. The glow 
of the divine promise irradiates the darkest night ; no earthly 
storm can obscure it, for its source is everlasting. The words 
of that promise establish Israel on a rock, which no convulston 
can disturb; for though not by our own deserts, it still stands 
written :— 

Yet for all that, when they be in the land of their enemies, 
I will not cast them away, neither will 1 abhor them to 
destroy them utterly, and to break my covenant with them ; 
Sor Iam the Lord their God. But I wiil for their sakes 
remember the covenant of their ancestors, whom I brought 
Forth out of the land of Eqypt in the sight of the nations, that 
L might be their God.” 

The energies of our people may still be enveloped in gloom, 
—but brighter days are dawning upon us, and if we but seek to 
explore the horizon, we shall approximate that glorious spiri- 
tual day on which no sun shall ever set. This is the purpose 
of that divine law, which it is our peculiar heritage to con- 
serve; the living principle of those seeds, which it 1s our 
privilege to disseminate. And as we lift up the sacred scrolls 
to the eyes of all men, let us exclaim with heart and voice ; 
‘* These are the commandments which the Lord commanded 
Moses for the children of Israel, on Mount Sinai.” 

UVENIS. 


— 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Liverpool, 8th May.—The day of funeral of the late Duke 


of Sussex was observed by the Jews in this town with suitable 
solemnity. The Rev. D. M. Isaacs, lecturer to the congrega- 
tion, delivered an impressive sermon, taking for his text, Eccles. 
iv. 2. ** Wherefore I praised the dead which are already dead, 
more than the living which are yet alive.’ The rev. gentle- 
man, in expounding these words of the royal philosopher, con- 
tended that the English translators had not rightly conceived 
the spirit of the original, which he rendered,—ZJ praise those 
who long have died to the existence in which they have their 
being :—signifying thereby, that the preacher lauded those who, 
already during lite, had resisted the undue ascendancy of mere 
earthly affections, and become, as it were, dead to those blandish- 
ments which alienate the soul from its God. Taking this view, 
he argued for the greater merit of that sacrifice, which rendered 
up the common uses of wealth, pomp, and influence, in order 
to make them subservient to philanthropic objects, and contri- 
butive to real and lasting good. Such, he said, had been the 
conduct of the estimable prince whose loss was now lamented : 
and hence the extent of our attachment, the depth of our 
grief.* After alluding to his Royal Highness’s Hebrew quali- 
fications, his delight in the sacred scriptures, and his general 
sympathy with the Jews, the rev. lecturer exhorted his hearers 
to profit by this expressive lesson of frail mortality; he dwelt 
on the vast superiority of the crown of eternity to the earthly 
coronet, which, in comparison to it, was but a withered chaplet ; 
and, in conclusion, he prayed that the All-Beneficent might 
strengthen the survivors in the desire to imitate a good example, 
and in the endeavour to fit themselves for « blissful eternity. 
One of our Liverpool correspondents gives us the pleasing 
information, that the Seel-street Synagogue has revently had a 
‘* large accession of free members, from the hitherto mere seat 
‘‘ renters; and that everything is being worked in good fellow- 
‘ship and harmony, much to the advantage of the institutions 
‘connected with the administration of religious affairs. We 


‘* expect to agen Liverpool in a proud position in regard to 
** our schools 


** rally.”’ 


* We hope to have properly construed the meaning and design of the 
rev. orator, as deduced from the digest with which we have been favored. 
The many claims upon our columns of a similar character, preclude our 


following the fairer course of supplying the exact expressions of the lec- 
turer, 1n extenso. | 


, and in the management of the synagogue gene- | 


Bristol.—A private correspondent is kind enough to give ys 
an account of the proceedings In the synagogue of that town 
on the funeral day of the Duke of Sussex. We have likewise 
received the Bristol Mercury of the 6th May, from which w, 
perceive that the day of Thursday, 4th May, was set apart as a 
day of ‘‘ mournful assembly :” the reading-desk and pulpit wor 
covered with black cloth, and the candlesticks with crape; ang 
the Rev. Aaron Green, after an oration, in which several Da. 
thetic passages of scripture were aptly applied, delivered ay 
able and impressive discourse upon the 146th Psalm, verses 3 
4, and 5. In the course of it, he frequently alluded to the 
character of the deceased Prince, to his devotion to the case 
of charity, and of civil and religious liberty, and especially to 
the services he had rendered to Jewish institutions. “T), 
‘“‘ lecturer observed (says the printed report), that the enlight. 
‘‘ ened mind of the illustrious deceased led him to own that we 
“ have all one father; that one God created all, and that tho 
‘‘ nations of the earth are but oue large family. He sought 
‘to do good to all the world—to afford religious liberty to 
‘* every creed—to allow to every man the free exercise of his 
‘‘ own conscience. Is not this, I would ask, the religion of the 
‘‘ Bible? Has not our country sustained a loss in such a 
“prince—have not we lost.an earthly champion ?—has not 
‘© mankind lost a friend? Men of genius and talent! who shal] 
‘‘now succour you and encourage your labours ?—who shall 
“ now plead for the orphan and the widow? Verily England 
‘has sustained a grievous loss: not only shall the house of 
“ Tsrael mourn, but every child shall be taught to know his 
“ worth, and deplore his death. For centuries England has 
‘not had a more enlightened, a more noble, a more generous- 
“ minded prince. May God incline the hearts of princes to 
‘* follow his example.” 

Even the Conversion Magazine, quotes from the “ Church of 
England Quarterly Review” such observations as that—it is a 
duty of Christians to speak to Jews ‘in their oven way, and to 
speak by acts”—to acknowledge the obligation conferred, even 
by the Jews’ rejection of Jesus; a step declared necessary to 


Gentile acceptance of revelation, and freedom from heathen . 


idolatry. The writer admits that “* The Jews have ever held 
fast to the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ;” and he advises 
his readers to ‘‘ rest assured, that it is not without a purpose, 
“and not without an end still to be accomplished, that 
‘God has kept them thus far faithful, and thereby a separate 
“people, for so many ages, and under such unprecedented 
‘* scattering and persecution.” 

A anderer, penitent.—A correspondent from Manchester, 
favors us with the following interesting particulars :—On the 
morning of Sabbath, the 6th inst., a young man, who has lately 
become a (penitent), ascended the reading desk just 
before the myn 1D (scroll of the law) was returned to the 
37 (ark), and in a feeling and impressive manner avowed 
his sincere repentance at having once deserted the paths of 
Judaism. He made a promise of strict adherence to his reli- 
gion in future, and prayed the forgiveness of an offended God. 
He asked to be restored to the privileges he had forfeited, * 
well as to the favor of his Jewish brethren. Finally, he 
exhorted his hearers to take example by his case, and neve! 
to swerve from the sacred obligations of their religion, ‘lest 
it might be a source of sorrow to them throughout the remalt- 
der of their lives. As the young man had undergone oP 
scribed penance, the wardens of the congregation several} 
made a Jr. ‘1 for him, in recognition of his reinstation 4 
member of the community.—*“ It is a truly grateful task to ¢ 
cord this instance of the voluntary return of a repental 
brother, exhibiting, as it does, a wikion set-off against et 
cases of venal apostacy so industriously trumpeted by the Lon 
version Society.” 

Compatative Morality—The population of Holland, °! 
the latest census, consists of 1,541,748 Protestants, 836, ‘ 
Catholics, and 45,493 Jews. In the national prison oT Phe 
house in Rotterdam, where young male delinquents under te 
age of eighteen are confined, thers were 62 Protestants, nt 
Catholics, and one Jew. The proportion of boys belonging 
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different religious bodies, agrees in a great measure with the tions, in order to produce uniformity of action on great national 
religious statistics of the country; there are, however, at all questions, and on public occasions. All is tending to promote 


times fewer prisoners in proportion of the Jewish persuasion.— | accordance with the grand principle of our creed—unity !—The 


Chamber's Tour in Holland, 


The Ballin aid of the Jews’ Orphan Asylum.—This really 


presence of their minister among them for at least a few weeks 
splendid féte, at the Hanover Square Rooms, on the evening of | 


Tuesday 16th inst., is generally admitted to have been the most 
brilliant affair of its kind which has been witnessed for many 
years. Whether we regard the numbers in attendance, (450) : 
the rank and fashion of a large proportion of them, including 


Lady Montefiore, (and many others of the élite of the Jewish 


community), Sir J : Milbank, Suryeon Major Johnson, &c.; or 
the hearty good-will with which the spirit of the scene appeared 
to be enjoyed—it is quite certain, that many will look back to 


promote the welfare of the tatherless and the friendless, 

Amid the giddy whirl of a ball room, few find opportunity to 
indulge those more sacred emotions which arise out of the 
legitimate object of such an assembly, and which, as we hope, 
tend to the resolution—that such undertakings shall continue 
to be countenaaced and supported on charitable grounds, apart 
from any mere pleasure-seeking considerations.*—The amount 
of donations was £284, including 2U guineas from S. W. Silver, 
Esq., 10 guineas from Llas Moses, sq.; and donations of 5 
guineas each, from L. Phillips, Esg., (the President,) and many 
other benevolent friends of the Asylum. We are happy to 
announce, that a surplus of more than £400 will be added to 
the funds; and that the Committees of this and the other 
Orphan charities, are zealously applying themselves to the con- 
solidation and consequent improvement of their administration, 

Jens’ Infant School.—The theatrical performance at the 
Haymarket, on Monday night 15th inst., (not Wednesday as 
erroneously stated) was exceedingiy well attended by the 
friends of the charity, including many of the principal families 
of our nation. ‘The house was not otherwise a bumper; proba- 
bly in consequence of an unexpected change in the programme 
of performances, The surplus carried to the funds of the school 
will be about £100, 

Jewish Artist.—Our attention has been drawn to the last 
number of the Illustrated London News, containing a wood 
cut representation of a painting in the Royal Academy’s exhibi- 
tion, executed by Mr. 4. Solomon, Jun. The preterence of 


the engraver’s selection, and the very handsome panegyric of the | 


critic, are our warrant for this notice; glad to say a few words 
of encouragement to a young artist of our own confession, in 
his pursuit of the same course which has been so successfully 


trodden by S. 4. Hart, Esq., the first Jew elected a Loyal 
Academician in this country. 


DUKE or CamBripGe.—A rumour has this moment reached us, which 
We rejoice to Communicate, that H. R. H.the Duke of Cambridge will be- 
come the Patron of the Jews’ Hospital, and preside at the anuiversary 
dinner on the 8th June. Seni 7 

Mr. Asher will lecture to-morrow in the Hall of the Great Synagogue. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 

Jamaica, 2nd April.—We rejoice to receive reports so con- 
firmatory of the religious improvement of our brethren in this, 
perhaps most considerable, of our colonial congregations. The 
details of proceedings on the days of humiliation and thanks- 
giving, after the shocks of earthquake, as well as of the school 
examination, have been forestalled by the outline furnished by 
another correspondent (vide No. 45).—The tev. Mr. Nathan 
had found it necessary to rebuke some itinerant missionary for 
is “ denunciations of Judaism.’’—It was intended for both con- 
e eeeons to assemble in the synagogue of the Ashkenazim, on 
ednesday evening, 5th April; the service to be performed by 
the Chazan of the Sphardim; and Mr. Nathan to preach a ser- 


Mon in aid of the sufferers at Guadaloupe, &c.—There is some 


hope of a board of deputies being formed by the two congrega- 


* This is in reply to a correspondent.—We cannot say that he 1 
y that he 1s too 
tistidious, but hope that he has 0 mistaken ;—in any case, the ne 
a ;~dension, now that it is awakened, must prove a security against suc 


country members are clamorous for instruction, and desire the 


ot the year. It is deemed certain, that whenever that can be 
accorded to them, the result will be the establishment of a 
Synagogue on the north side of the island.—There is urgent 
need for an assistant to Mr. Nathan (as advertised for recently 
in our columns), and we have reason to believe that an appoint- 
ment has been made, and only requires a final confirmation.— 


Our correspondent observes that, * the influence of our brethren 
in Jamaica is considerable; and if they will but exercise it to the 


glory of our faith, by a universal respect for the public observ- 
this réunion, with a generous satisfaction at having aided, by ances which it b geeer mais they would compel prejudice to cease, 


their presence and sympathy, to swell the attendance, and so to | 


and bigotry and intolerant cavilling to shut their mouth.”—The 
coming Passover, was to signalise the accession of several to the 
prevailing system of observing the requirements of the Sabbath 
and festivals. Conformity would then be all but universal; for 
there would then remain but two or three Jews desecrating the 
Sabbath, and it was hoped, that even those would not wait to 
concede through shame, what was due to principle. 

The ordeal of examination to which the Sunday-school had 
been subjected (as already noticed), exhibited a satisfactory 
amount of solid acquirement. | 
daily instruction likewise; while the elder ones, who are ap- 
prenticed to trades, have additional instruction during two 
evenings of the week. The assistant reader of the Sphardin is 
now charged with the instruction of the poor of that synagogue, 
A combined movement (not improbable) would be found more 
advantageous in many respects. The Ashkenazin Synagogue 
now possesses a complete registration, from its foundation to 
date, compiled by the present minister—a work of great utility, 
and much labour. The remarks of our correspondents upon 
the resolutions of the Conference (for arranging the appointment 
of a Chief Rabbi,) are certainly pertinent, and in a proper spirit ; 


but we prefer to wait for the next mail, expected to bring the 


formal response of the Jamaica community. We have leit to 
the end, our notice of the following very unaffected, and other- 
wise appropriate Prayer. The original Hebrew has not reached 


Prayer to be recited during Service, in the Jamaica Synagogues, 
for Four Weeks, ending the last day of Passover, 5603, 
Lord of the Universe, Creator of all, merciful and gracious Provider and 

Supporter of all living, who is like unto Thee, O mighty God! Our desti- 


nies are in Thy hand, in life as in death, Thou art our Shield, Helper, and | 


Redeemer! Whither can we go from Thy Spirit, whither can we flee from 
Thy presence? When trouble and calamity assail, who can save us, or 
where shall we, powerless and defenceless creatures, shelter ourselves but 
under the shadow of Thy wings? ‘Therefore, do we now earnestly 
approach the Throne of ‘Thy Glory; for great are our apprehensions, Thy 
wonders have filled us with.awe, fear and dread are upon us, terror hath 
seized us and all the inhabitants of the neighbouring countries. Every 
heart desponds, every hand is weak, and every knee fails, because of the 
late earthquakes. The ground totters and reels as a drunkard—the foun- 
dations of the mountains move and tremble—the sea recedes—the earth 
hath opened her mouth, and suddenly devoured multitudes, who have 
perished as in a moment. Also night after night the skies display 
Thy minister, the streaming fire.* Our limited faculties vainly seek 
to comprehend these mighty manifestations. What shall we say— 
how shall we justify ourselves? We are ashamed to lift up our counte- 
nance unto Thee, for our iniquities are increased over our heads, and our 
trespass is grown up to Heaven. Be intreated of us, hear our prayers and 
supplications, and remove this death from us. There is no soundness ii 
our flesh because of Thy wrath, it overpowers us with its weight. Our life is 
full of anxiety, we distrust every instant, from the fear of our hearts and 
the sight of our eyes. O Thou, who raisest those who are bowed down, 
O Thou, who hast compassion on the poor, have compassion on us, that 
our houses be not made our graves; that posterity may not vainly seek 
our last resting place: for though the earth may change, and the mountains 
disappear, our trust is in Thee alone! 

Lord of the Universe, who knowest the balancings of the clouds, aud 
straitenest the breadth of the waters, send, we implore Thee, rain upon this 
Island; for the soil is parched, and longeth for this celestial and refreshing 
blessing. Command the showers to descend in their appointed seasons—that 
the parched ground may become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water, 


* The comet which appears every evening; anda luminous appearance 
also about two hours before day-break, which many supposed at first to 
be another comet. 


The younger pupils now receive 
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that vegetation may sprout forth, and the waste blossom and yield abun- 
dantly. Open the doors of Thy treasuries, revive and bless us with Thy 
bounteous rains, not in judgment, but in mercy. Grant us plenty in our 
cities, fertility in our fields; give us not according to our deserts ; for as 

oor and humble suppliants, with broken and coutrite hearts! do we bow 
pat before Thee, relying upon Thee, O Holy One of Israel, in truth. 
Forsake us not, O Father! and if there is no goodness and righteousness 
among us, we implore Thee,.by the merits of our holy ancestors, to accord 
onr petition. May we hear the welcome sounds of the great rains, that 
the plants of the field and the trees of the wood may rejoice. ‘The Lord 
is good to all—His mercies are over all His works. Thou openest Thine 
hand and satisfiest the desire of all living. May the words of our mouth, 
and the meditation of our hearts, be acceptable before Thee, O Eternal, 
our Rock and our Redeemer!—Amen, Selah. 


The Jerusalem Missionaries.—We have a letter from an 
esteemed Gentile correspondent, referring to the extract given 
in our last number. Our correspondent says nothing definite, 
but appears so confident that the next arrivals will prove the 
existence of some misconception, as to the immediate authors of 
the desecration complained of, that we consent to withhold fur- 
ther comment until the report be confirmed, or otherwise. 


The Palestine Relief Fund.—The file of Dutch papers, (the 
receipt of which was acknowledged in our last,) takes the same 
side of the controversy as Mr. Lowenstein of Frankfort and 
our German contemporaries. We have likewise received a 
pamphlet, apparently published by /?. Hirsch Lehren and three 
of his colleagues: as also a supplement of the Orvent, containing 
an account of the sums raised in various parts of Europe, (by 
a special messenger,) for the rebuilding of the ruin at Jerusalem, 
called ANN This account, as we find, has 
beet sent to the Orient, and to the 4. Z. d. J. by Six Moses 
Montefiore. 

We desire to stand aloof from various collateral, and not 
always relevant, topics, which appear to have been mixed up with 
the main question in dispute. Upon that question,—whether the 
‘sums collected for the assistance and support of our brethren in 
the Holy Land have been wisely administered,—we have already 
expressed a strong opinion. Nothing that has since transpired, 
has tended to change our original view,—that, allowing for the 
pious desire to maintain venerable men on that sacred spot, in 
the discharge of offices purely devotional, it is nevertheless 
indispensable that, with few exceptions, the bulk of the Jews 
resident in those districts, (said to be already 30,000, and 
constantly augmenting from fresh arrivals,) should be trained 
into habits of self-dependence ; should be assisted and encouraged 
to devote themselves to agricultural pursuits, and to the 
development of their intellectual and physical energies. The 
ultimate distribution of the amounts remitted to Palestine, is 
said not to be satisfactory to some of the actual, or intended 
recipients; and the distributors are accused of partiality. The 
statements sent to Europe may perhaps be vexatious and exag- 
gerated, and might not, in all probability, apply with more force 
to the remittances made through /?. Hirsch Lehren, than to those 
sent through any other channel, in cases where no guarantee 
is offered tor a good system of administration in Jerusalem 
itself; but the people are almost starving, and it becomes 
indispensable to make a strong effort to effect some change, 
whereby our Palestine brethren may be rendered more secure 
against idleness, perpen. and disease. As to the publication 
of accounts, which has been demanded from the Amsterdam com- 
mittee, we cannot for an instant conceive that it is made in 
distrust of that body, for the personal character of the President 
(ft. Hirsch Lehren,) alone, is a sufficient guarantee for the 
honorable administration of whatever has been subject to his 
control, Nor could the accounts, if published, do more 
than state from whom the various sums have been received, and 
quote vouchers for the due remittance of them. But, as so far 
a public functionary, 2. Hirsch is bound, as we think, to 
afford every reasonable satisfaction to the various communities 
of whose contributions he has been the medium for transmission. 
He assures us, that he has always kept the books open to the 
5, gear of any contributor soever; and that he is willin 
still to afford to any contributor, the same facilities which 
enabled Judge Boas to testify so explicitly and honorably in 


his behalf (vide No. 43, p. 141). His objection to print ang 
publish details, we are bound to say, is not unreasonable ; jnas. 
much that parties have both given to, and received from, the 
collection, without any expectation that the precedent of 60 
many years would be departed from, by any exposure to the 
world of their names, or their pecumlary position with respect 
to the fund. But, there is a middle course; and this we hayo 
taken the opportunity to urge upon ft. Hirsch Lehren, as 
concession neither incompatible with his orn op. nor insuf. 
ficient for reasonable contributors.—The books of accoyn} 
however conclusive, are not accessible out of the Hague. Le 
then a comprehensive balance-sheet be made out; let it be 
suitably audited, and let copies of it be transmitted to the heads 
of the various congregations, on condition that it be neither 
printed nor published, but only reported upon, or. rendered 
accessible to the local contributors severally. 

We have reason to believe, that some such course. would 
at once have been determined upon, were it not for the irrita- 
tion which has unfortunately resulted from a rather too personal 
contest on both sides. But after a frank admission, from al] 
quarters, that 22. Ldirsch Lehren will not thereby, either admit, 
or succumb to any imputation upon his honorable reputation, 
we can see nothing but over-sensitiveness, or an inexcusable 
obstinacy, in his further refusal to yield to reasonable requests. 
Let us hope that a man, for whose undoubted zeal and piety, and 
for whose disinterested services to the inhabitants of the Hol 
land for so many years, we entertain a sincere respect, will shew 
himself, in this matter, superior to the pettishness which braves 
the unbiassed opinion of honorable minds. | . 

As to the future, we entertain a hope that the great objects 
referred to elsewhere, (hospital, school, and agriculture,) will 
receive that energetic support which will render them more 
really a blessing to our Palestine brethren, than a mere conti- 
nuance of that system of relief, which is, after all, the proper 
ground of dissatisfaction. 


The Holy Land is now attracting much notice. We find in 
the 4. Z. d. J. an article headed ‘* Osterreich”, mentioning 4 
proposition made some years since by a Jewish inhabitant of 
Jerusalem, named Moses Zachs, from Coburg-Meiningen, for 
the cultivation of land in Palestine. His appeal was responded 
to by several distinguished individuals in Germany and Italy, 
who then subscribed liberally for the end proposed. 


Compulsory modifications—The following is the gist of 4 
decree promulgated some weeks since, in all the Moravian 
Synagogues :—Ist. Henceforward, no Rabbi is to be admitted, 
unless on testimony that he has devoted attention to philosophical 
studies, and has applied himself also to the science of teacher- 
ship, in some Austrian University.—2nd. Should the theolo- 
gical college be instituted in Bohemia, (as now proposed, ) 
Moravian and Silesian candidates may, in that case, study at 
Prague.—3rd. Though this decree is not to be carried 1to 
execution until after the expiration of 10 years,* no Rabbi 1s 
to be appointed, even in the interim, who shall be found alto- 
gether devoid of philosophical knowledge ; and he must par 
ticularly have studied the science of teachership.—tth. All 
prayers tending to inspire hatred against other nations, as for 


instance that beginning Alenue leshubeach, are interdicted.t— 
Sth. After the conclusion of divine service, a religious dis- 
course is to be delivered, in the language of the country; 2 
all prayers not included in the ancient form of service \@ 
for instance the prayer for the Imperial family) are to be recite 
in the language of the country.—6th. No private individual 18 
to be allowed to deliver a public discourse.—7th. It 1s 10 

taken into consideration, in what manner the religious dis- 


* Probably because there are not now existing an adequate number of 
candidates possessing the required qualifications.—Eb. ench 
+ We know of no prayer in the Hebrew liturgy, which has any" 
tendency. Nor does the particular prayer quoted, so far as we can Zs 
from any book which has ever come under our notice, contain & ® 

expression which can excuse such an assumption.—Ep. 
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courses of modern Judaism and its teachers are to be superin- 
tended.* 

In addition to the above decree, the 4. Z. d. J., mentions 
some other enactments ;—as that the Jews of Silesia (its 
Austrian part) must either send their children into Christian 
schools, or have them instructed by private teachers, duly 
examined. In places wherein the Jews have schools of their 
own, they are not obliged to send them to Christian schools, 
Religious instruction, is declared an essential constituent of 
general education, and it is only to be imparted by duly qualified 
individuals of moral character. Girls are not to be less ecare- 
fully instructed in Religion than boys, because, as destined to 
become mothers, they will exercise a considerable influence 
over the rising generation, 


Mutual Charity.—Some years back, an association was 
formed in the Grand Duchy of Baden, for the moral im- 
provement of destitute children. To this association, though 
not originally providing for Israelites, the Jews neverthe- 
less contributed very liberally. It now appears, that the society, 
desirous of manifesting its gratitude, will henceforward admit 
also a certain number of Jewish children, providing for their 
education, and placing them as boarders with respectable 
Jewish families. In consequence of this resolution, the religi- 
ous authority of that country (Oberrath), has determined to 
make an annual collection in the Synagogues at Purim, and to 
hand over the amount collected to the institution referred to.— 

(Orient.) 

Jewish Talent.—lt is, after all, but seldom that a Jew, how- 
ever eminent in science, succeeds in obtaining an official 
appointment. Those Israelites who abhor the infamy of 
sacrificing religious convictions to temporal advantage, are 
generally left in some obscure corner, to linger out an existence 
which, if placed in its proper station, would have rendered emi- 
nent services to science. The more rare is an exception to this 
unjust rule, the more does it deserve to be pointed out. Such 
an exception has been the appointment, a few years back, 
of Dr. Valentin, a Prussian Jew, to the physiological chair at 
Berne. Professor Valentin, one of the most distinguished 
anatomists' and physiologists of our (perhaps of any) age, 
found no preferment in his fatherland, renowned as it is tor 
intelligence. Happily, another country availed itself of his 


talents, and thus opened to him a field for the continuation of 


his profound researches and ingenious experiments; the results 
of which are again conspicuous, in several articles written by 
him for a new encyclopedia of physiology, now appearing at 
Brunswick. 


The Berlin congregation has just laid the foundation of a 
building destined to be an asylum for aged people. The cere- 
mony was accompanied by an appropriate prayer, recited by the 
Vice-rabbi (the seat being vacant), and the singing of the hal- 
lelujahs by the choir. The chief municipal magistrate, Krauws- 


nik, Was present. He, as well as Mr. Meyer, one of the elders, 


made speeches suitable to the occasion. | 


Prague.—In our last number it was stated, with reference to 
the controversy concerning the eating of rice on Passover, that 
M. Rappaport had allowed it. We ficd, however, in the num- 
ber of the Orient before us, that this functionary has, in fact, 
hegatived the proposition, and consequently, that the prohibi- 
tion to eat rice on Passover has not been abrogated by the Beth- 

in of Prague. 
_ Hamburg.—A rumour prevails, that a limited grant of civil 
rights will be conceded to the Jews. It is also said that Lubeck, 
Which in 1818 expelled its Jewish inhabitants, being now about 
to reform its constitution, has under consideration the readmis- 
sion of the Jews, and even the concession to them of certain 


rights, 


* The expression is translated literally :—what is probably meant is, a 


iW School of rationalists; constituti inaptly been called 
‘Young Judaism." ists; constituting what has not inaptly ) 
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OUR SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE. 


We hear, that the vestry of the Great Synagogue, at a recent 
meeting, confirmed to their representatives at the general confer- 
ence, the powers needful for carrying out the system of union 
desired. Our correspondents from various quarters, express 
impatience at what they consider a slower progress of this affair 
than its urgency and importance justify. When we regard the 
zeal which characterized the first movements of all parties, 
and which undoubtedly still exists, we can only presume that 
the delay is consequent upon some unforeseen complication of 
the question, which, however, the good spirit and earnest atten- 
tion of the conference may be expected to remove,—An esteemed 
friend, writes in some apprehension that such intelligence as 
that headed ‘* Modifications of the Liturgy,’ in our last,* may 
foster discontent here. Such facts, however, are too signifi- 
cant to be fairly passed over, and though we are neither unmind- 
ful of the evils consequent upon piecemeal and sectional legisla- 
tion, nor of the contests concerning the validity and extent of 
authority, which would inevitably grow out of such legislation, 
—yet we cannot destroy the danger by concealing it, and there- 
tore let our leaders, like wise men, be forewarned, and stimu- 
lated to avert disunion and misrule, by promptitude of action in 
this matter of our own spiritual guidance. 

The extracts from a letter signed mw (in our last), have 
elicited another signed pms. As it is short, we give it 
entire :— 

Mr. Editor.—I perceive, in your “ Voice’’ of Friday last,.an extract 
from a letter signed by my brother, suggesting two measures in reference 
to the proposed appointment of a Chief Rabbi. The latter suggestion has 
these words :—** One other suggestion I will make, as it is not reasonable 
‘* that a congregation with an income, say of £7,000 per annum, should 
“ contribute £500 a year; and another with £4,000, only £100 a-year,” 
and recommending a per centage upon all assenting congregations, aceord- 
ing to their income... It is clear that the £7,000 per annum alludes to the 
great German congregation, and the £4,000 to the Spanish and Por- 
tuguese. 

Now, Sir, it being well known to you, as appears by former papers, 
that the Spanish and Portuguese congregations, imstead of consenting to 
be assessed £100, declined altogether interfering in the measure, it is 
surprizing you did not remove the misapprehension my brother was under, 
in the place of cutting short his letter in the way you have done in your 
Notices to Correspondents.” 

But I can easily imagine that the press of other and more important 
calls upon your notice, occasioned you ‘to overlook what could have been 
so easily rectified. May I therefore request you will allow the insertion 
of the present in your next “ Voice’? for my brother's information, and 
that the public may not calgulate upon that which has no existence. 

. A constant reader of your paper, 
16th May, 1843. 

~ We are happy to know, that our Sphardim brethren are ac- 
eustomed to take in good part, and to-digest what we find occa. 
sion to say of them in our columns; and that they have not 
found reason to complain of the tone and spirit in which we 
have canvassed the peculiar position assumed by a majority of 
their chamber of Elders, on this said question of spiritual guid- 
ance; (vide No, 42, p. 132); we therefore, thus challenged, 
propose to canvass this position of theirs a little more unre- 
servedly than heretofore. The name of Aaron” 1s well 
chosen by our correspondent, because his synagogue stands in the 
relation of an elder brother: we have also a shrewd suspicion 


that he is a chief of his class, and we only do not trace the ana- 


logy further, because we will not, on light grounds, treat his 
olicy as dictated by jealousy towards the younger Moses, We 
hail with satisfaction, 4aron’s voluntary appearance at the bar of 
publie opinion, and we invite him, in the same fraternal spirit 
which pervades his opening appeal to us, to Justify or explain 
what now appears, to some, a policy unwise, unsafe, and indica- 
tive of unwarranted mistrust. 
As to our not having removed the supposed ‘ misapprehen- 
sion” of pwp—it is only necessary to observe, that we did not 


* It appears probable, that these modifications, (by Dr. Z. Frankel,) which, 
though the principle involved is important, are in themselves very slight, 
may have been designed to remove objections taken by some members of 
the Saxon Diet, to the proposed removal of Jewish disabilities, on the 
score of a pretended hostility of the Jews towards Gentiles generally.— 
vide No. 44, p. 149, and the article “‘ Compulsory modifications ’’ in this 
number. 
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176 THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


for a moment imagine that the writer alluded to the Spanish 
and Portuguese congregation. The allusion has been appro- 
priated by another congregation, with much more Justice ;— 
‘‘ this rod of Moses was intended for us,” was an expression we 
immediately heard from a leader in that other congregation ; 
with remonstrances at the exaggerated estimate of its Income 
at £4,000 per annum. While upon this topic, we take the op- 
portunity of saying, that we are not responsible for the accuracy 
of our anonymous correspondent, pw. It is possible that he has 
included the auxiliary, though separate, charities of the syna- 
gogue; and those, as relieving the charge upon the main income, 
are legitimately taken into account.* Whether, even then, 
£4,000 is an exaggeration, we have no means of knowing. The 
appropriation of but a single hundred pounds per annum, by 
the congregation known to be alluded to, is assumed prematurely. 
We are told, that such a resolution, if it were even binding as a 
limit for one year, would be neither satisfactory nor final, in the 
estimation of influential members of the body. For our part, 
we cannot but declare it premature, to suppose any Important con- 
gregation of intelligent and sincere Jews condescending to a 
niggard policy, or otherwise endangering the integrity and re- 
putation of those institutions for which they are responsible to 
God and to posterity. This is, perhaps, somewhat digressive ; 
or, as we would rather hope, unnecessary: let us, then, revert 
to ** Aaron” and his followers,—the Sphardim. 

The ‘‘ development of their plans for the supply of their ac- 
knowledged (and recorded) deficiency of spiritual guidance,” 
(for which we have been waiting so anxiously,) is no where to 
be found. No act or deliberation of the committee specially 
appointed to consider the subject, has yet transpired; and doubts 
even prevail, whether it has yet applied itself in earnest to the 
business ?—But we will not anticipate their champion Aaron ; 
we merely commend to their notice, the interesting and in- 
structive example of their dependent congregation in Jamaica, 


as exhibited in No. 45. The necessity of repairing the. vene- 


rable synagogue in Bevis Marks, (it is already closed) will lead 
many of its members to the Ashkenazim synagogues during the 
approaching festival of myyay. Let them, or rather the ma- 
jority of their Elders, ask themselyes—whether the now prevail- 
ing feeling between the two communities, will long tolerate 
a harbouring of sentiments, which were scarcely excusable 
in the old times of exclusion and mistrust? The various 
colonial congregations of the same minhag, have written to 
ask the precedent of the parent synagogue :—their united 
influence would be strong, if even strength were the element 
needful; but they are asked to work in concert, only so far 
as the community of principle cannot be gainsaid. Will, 
then, an accidental majority of an absolute (?) chamber, earn 
the bad eminence of being the last to favor disunion in times 
like these? We hope not; for if they sought the co-operation 
at certain periods, (having painful associations to which we 
need not refer,) surely, they will not churlishly repulse the 
overtures of their younger brethren, for a system whereby the 
recurrence of such evils may be prevented, and perchance even 
the past be remedied.—We wait aron’s next letter. — 

A conclusive proof of the present urgent necessity of promp- 
titude, in the appointment of an ecclesiastical head, was afforded 
by the proceedings in the Vestry of the Great Synagogue, 
one evening last week, upon receipt of the memorial for 
improvements in Synagogue regulations. There is little in 
the reports which have reached us, rendering a detailed no- 
tice of the contest, either agreeable, or capable of being made ac- 
ceptable ; and we will endeavour to say no more than is needful 
for the information of the gentleman, whoever he may be, whose 
province it shall prove to hold the reins of our spiritual govern- 
ment, in times like these. As to the memorial itself, we 
refer to our former description and opinion of it, in Nos. 15, 
16 and 17 of our Vol. 1, (we pray our readers to do the same) 


* The Sphardim synagogue is one, which includes in its annual esti- 
mates, the maintenance of schools, hospital, &c., as well as winter gifts and 
other auxiliary items of congregational expenditure ; so that the annual 
income for such special purposes is properly included in their general 


and find nothing to retract or modify. It will be perceiveg 
that it was then a question, whether the movement was well. 
timed; and the delay of its presentation for another year, has 
not served to render it more acceptable to those who, mistryg. 
ing the men, and unable to negative the principle, would ep. 
deavour to shelve the whole. Whether this is always soynq 
statesmanship, may be fairly questioned. In the presen; 
instance, after the memorial had been received and ordered t, 
be entered on the minutes, had the vote which passed, of forma] 
reference to the future Chief Rabbi, been unanimous, or as yeay) 

so as the preceding resolution, the effect would have been, not 
only to pledge all parties to discountenance unauthorized deyia. 
tions (the tenour of the memorial does so most unreservedly), 
but that serious blunder would have been avoided, which fastens 
an ulterior object upon an opposing party, and atter all gives it 
atriumph! This triumph, if it can be so called, was obtained 
by the Chairman’s casting vote against the alternative proposi- 
tion,—so framed, as to leave it to the memorialists themselves 
to make the direct appeal to the future Chief Rabbi, and thus 
evading any implied decision by the vestry, a priori. We are 


no more disposed now, than last year, to canvass the religious . 


consistency of the champions on either side; and whether 
the remarkable paucity of subscribers to the memorial, indicates 
distrust or indifferentism, it must be quite manifest to all parties, 
that every day that is abandoned to the waywardness of mere 
partisans, while it still more involves the matters for Rabbinical 
jurisdiction, renders more and more urgent the necessity of a 
prompt appointment.—W ould that there were already installed, 
a pious, intelligent, untrammelled, and especially an energetic, 
arbiter of ourdifficulties, whether natural or factitious. The post 
will indeed be an onerous one, but the scope of its usefulness is 
worthy an exalted ambition; for the aspect of Jewish affairs 
throughout the world, must inevitably confer upon the Chief 

tabbi of Great Britain, a powerful influence on the future 
destinies of Israel at large. } 


*,.* The Notices to Correspondents are omitted for want of room. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. | 
Sabb. 27th May 27th Iyar 42nd of Portion, 


Tues. 30 Ist Sivan 45 YD ON 
Thurs. Ist June 3 47 } 


* For Notice of this Festival, vide Vol. I., No. 17. 


ORRIS NATHAN, respectfully begs leave to imiorm 

the visitors of Brighton, that he has opened an establishment, at No. 38, 
Camelford Street, near the Marine Parade, where he has accommodation for large 0! 
small parties, on reasonable terms, having made arrangements to provide each 
party with a separate sitting roomif required, thereby obviating the unpleasantness 
of the common sitting room so universally complained of at boarding houses. He 


also intends to provide dinners at home, or to send out to any part of the town. 


M.N., having had considerable experience with some of the first families among 
our nation, will be happy to attend either as assistant or purveyor. 
N.B.—Dinners for large or small parties, dressed on the shortest notice. 


OLLAND HOUSE ACADEMY, Hammersmith.—Mrs. 


Cohen in advertising again to her friends and the Jewish public, cer 
return her most heartfelt thanks for the support extended towards her a» 


_ humerous young family, and wishes to explain the system on which her establish- 


ment is at present conducted. The Hebrew and religious departments, are — 
the direction of Mr. Moses Myers, 15, Bury Street, with the assistance of op . 
dent teacher of the Jewish persuasion; the former gentleman’s abilities, m0? 0 
religious character are sufficiently known to satisfy the most scrupulous, se 
every attention will be paid to these branches; in addition to the a eet 
resident English Classical teacher, Professors for the French, Italian, and § ew 
languages, as also for the polite arts. Mrs. Cohen begs to assure her . pa 
and the Jewish public, that every attention on her part will be given % ~ othe? 
fort of those pupils entrusted to her care, and trusts their support will be 8 
extended towards her, from the advantageous arrangements she has made 7 . 
progress of her pupils. N.B.—The first examination will take place in Aust 
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